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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER,
iMR. WEBSTER'S SECOND SPEECH AT CAPON

8PRING8.

Tfee second speech of Mr. Webstbr, at Capon
"Springs, to wfcich we alluded in our paper of July
2d, having reached us in a corrected form, we

to-day lay it before our readers. It was called
forth by the remarks of a Democratic gentleman,
.who had publicly expressed his sanction of Mr.
.Webster's previous speech, though he acknowledged

' that he kad long held widely differ"** ¦Qfaninns
"from that gentleman on nearly every question of
public policy. Mr. Webster said :

Whatever may have been the differences of opinion which
'have heretofore exisied between the Democratic and Whig
'parties on other subjects, they are now forgotten, or at least
have become subordinate, and the only question that ia now

¦ asked is, are you a Union man ? [Great applause. ] The
question at this time is the Union, and hew we shall pre¬
serve its blessings for the present, and for all to come.

To maintain that Union, we must observe, in good faith, the
Conatitntion and all its parts. If that Constitution be not
observedan all its parts, but its provisions be set aside in aome
parts, the* whole of it ceases to be binding. It would be ab-
aurd to suppose that either the North or the South has the
power or the right to violate any part of (hat Constitution,
and still claim from the other observance of it* proviaiohs.
[Applause.] If the South were to violate any pert of the
Constitution intentionally and systematically, would the
North be any longer bound by the rest of it ? And if the
North were deliberately, habitually, and of fixed purpose, to
disregard one part of it, would the South be bound any longer
to observe its other obligations > How abaurd it is to suppose
that, when different parties enter into a compact for certain
purposes, either can disregard any one provision, and ezpect,
nevertheless, the other to observe it! I intend, for one, to
regard, and maintain, and carry out lo the fullest extent the
Constitution of the United States, which I have sworn to
support in all its partaand all ita provisions. [Loud cheers.]
It is written in ihe Constitution : " No person held to aervice
4 or labor in one 8tate, under the laws thereof escaping into
. another; shall, in consequence of any law or regulation
4 therein, be discharged from such service or labor, but ahall
' he delivered up on claim of the party to whom such service
« or labor may be due." That ia as much a part of the Con¬
stitution as any other, and as equally binding and obligatory
aa any other on all men, public or private. [Applause.]
And who denies this? None but the Abolitionists of the
North. And pray what ia it they will not deny ? [Great
applause and laughter.] They have but the one idea; and
it would seem that these fanatics at the North, and the mrt-
sionists at the 8outh, are putting their beads together to de¬
vise mesns to defeat the good designs of honest and patriotic
men.

^
They act to the same end and the same object, and the

Constitution has to take the fire from both sides.
I do not hesitate to say, and repeat, that if the Northern

States refuse, wilfully and deliberately, to carry into effect1
that part of the Constitution which respects the restoration of
fugitive slaves, the South would no longer be bound to ob¬
serve the compact. [Immense applause.] A bargain broken
on one aide ia broken on all sides. I do not mean, ofcourse,
that every violation by a State of an article of the Constitu¬
tion, would discharge other States from observing its provi-
.eione. When any part of the Constitution i» wippp.j w«
violated by a State law, the true mode of proceeding is to

bring the caae before the judicial tribunals, and, if the unconsti¬
tutionality of the State law be made out, it is to be set aaide.
This has been done in repeated cases, and is the ordinary
remedy. But what I mean to say is, that if the public men
of a large portion of the country, and especially their Repre-
sentatives in Congrem, labor to prevent, and do permanently
prevent, the passage of laws necessary to carry into effect a

Covision of the Constitution, particularly intended for the
nefit of one part of the country, and which is of the highest

importance to it, it cannot be expected that that part of the
country will long continue to observe other constitutional
provisions, made in faror of other parts of the country.

I my to you, gentlemen in Virginia, as I mid on the shores of
Lakefine and in the city of Boston, as I maymy again, in that
city, or elsewhere in the North, that you of the South have as

much rightto recoveryour fogitive slaves aa the North hastoany
ofita righta and privilegea ofnavigation and commerce. I desire
to be understood, here among you, and throughoat the coun¬

try, that in hopes, thoughts, and feelings I profess to be an

American.altogether, and nothing but an American, {long
and continued cheeiing,] and that I am for the Constitution,
and the whole Constitution. I am as ready to fight and to fall
for the conatitutional righta of Virginia as Iam for thorn of Mas¬
sachusetts. I pour out to you, gentlemen, my whole h»art,
and I assure you them are my sentiments. [Cheers.] I
would no more see a feather plucked unjustly from the honor
of Virginia than I would see one ao plucked from the honor
of Massachusetts. [Great applause. ] It has been mid that I
have, by the course I have thought proper to pursue, dis¬
pleased a portion of the people of Massachusetts. That is
true ; and if I bad dissatisfied mora of them, what of that ?

(Great and continued applaum.] I was in the 8enate of the
Jnited 8tates, and had sworn to support the Constitution of

the United 8tales. That Constitution made me a 8enator of
the United 8iates, acting for all ths States, and my vote was
to bind the whole country. I was a Senator for the whole
country. [Applause.] What had I to do with instructions
from Massachusetts, upon a question aflecting the whole na¬

tion, and in which my vote was to bind Virginia, as well as

Massachusetts ? My vote was to affect the interests of the
whole country, and was to be given, and on matters of
general policy, touching the interests of the Union. I assure

you, gentlemen, I no more respected the instructions of Mas¬
sachusetts than I would have respected thorn of Virginia. It
would be just as reasonable to expect me to vote as the par¬
ticular interests of Massachusetts required, as it would to

expect that, as an arbitrator, a referee, or an umpire between
two individual*, I wu bound to obey the instructions of one
of them. [Applaum.] Could I do that > Have I descend¬
ed, or am I expected to descend, to that level > [Cries of
"Never," "never;" " you're not the man to doit."] I
hope not.

Gentlemen, instructians from 8tates may properly be re¬

garded aa expresaioos of opinion by well-informed political
men, and in that view are entitled to respect. But that a

Senator in Congress, acting under the Constitution, and
bound by his doty and his oath to act in all things, accord¬
ing to bis conscience, for the good of all the 8tates, should,
nevertheless, be abeolutely bound by the will of one of them,
ie preposterous. Virginia haa not consented that her rights,
under the Constitution, shalHfe judged of by the Legislature
of Mas'achusetta; nor has Maasachasetts agreed that here
shall be judged of by the Legislature of Virginia. But both
have agreed that their rights aod interests shall be judged of
by persons some of whom are appointed by each, and all
bound to decide impartially. That men, mutually chosen to
decide righU of partiea und*r a compact, are yet to be bound

hi°- * «
Mr. Wsbstcs also sdverud at considerable length to the

consequences of a dissolution of the Union, and pdnted out
the present .^prospective power .nd glory of the United
Statee. He spoke of the struggle now going on in Europe
between constitutional government and arbltrarv nower mnA

incidentally mentioned his having alluded to this sutriect in .

letter addraeeed by him, some lime since, to the Austrian
Charg£ d'Aflaires. [This called-forth great cheering.] He
next proceeded at some length to trace the system of Repub¬
lican Govetnmenta ; the practical operation of popular repre¬
sentation, and the inevitable necessity that the will of the
majority, constitutionally exercised, ahoold be the fupretne
law ; and that the law thus ordained, being the 8tate*s col¬
lected will, should be obeyed. In conclusion, be said:
These, gentlemen, are my sentiments. I intend to hold fast
to them for the remainder of my life, in the hope that when
I die I may does my eyes on happy, united America.

Bmoxsbisx rw Lowsit.A number of the Lowell Fac¬
tory girls turned out ia prooaawon on the 4th of July, dressed
in the Bloomer costsaw. During the day a banner was pre¬
sented by the girls to one of the fire companies » mi in the
evening a large company, the girls included, mt down to a

sumptuous entertainment.

GLIMPSES OF MEN, THING8, a*d PLACES.No. 5.

Eu»i, Cuxvn Coomi
Naw Yo*k, Jon 3®, W51.

An arm of the Chemung valley stretches away
lo the north of Elmira some eight or ten miles,
and through this branch of the valley runs the

Chemung canal, connecting the waters of Chemang
river wiui Seneca Lake, a distance of about twen¬
ty miles. The canal has been in operation neafy
twenty years. There is also a railroad runn,|8
from Elmira to 'Seneca Lake. '1 his road, thougp
built by another company, has been leased to the

Erie Road Company for a term of years, and the

company has put a fine steamer on the Seneca to

connect with the road at Jeffcjrson, the southern

point of the like, and convey passengers to and

from Geneva at the northern end of the lake, a distance of

aome forty miles. So the New York and Erie Company
here reach out a long arm of sixty mile* to the north to

draw travel through the interior and northerly portion of the

State to their great thoroughfare. And thi» Seneca Lake
arm is audio draw petty weU.
There are some hiatafeal incident, connected with Ebnim

and thevalley ef the Chemung canal worthy of note. New
the iltfl ofto la* century Levis Pmure, late Kiug#W
Froneh. apad^ie two brothers, being Hum exiles in this coan-

trjTt&mXm jm feroogh the wHfcrness (for it must

then have been a wilderness nearly all the way) from Cantn-
daigua, a few miles from the northern end of 8eneca Lake,
up through the present valley of the Chemung canal to

Elmira, between aixty and seventy mika. And, after stop¬
ping a short time at Elmira, they followed down the valleys
of the Chemung and Suaquehanna rivers to Harriaburg, in

Pennsylvania. What an interesting work would be a well-
wiitten biography of Louis Philippe 1 His life certainly was

one of remarkable vicissitude.
Elmira was the scene of one of the conflicts of the Revo¬

lution. In 1779 a body of New York troops had been de¬
feated, and nearly all slain, by the fierce Chief Brandt and
his bloody warriors, some half-way between here and New
York. Brandt then retreated op the valley of the Chemung,
and waa pursued aoon afterward by Gen. Sullivan with fire
thousand men. On the north bank of the Chemung, at

Elmira, almost within a stone's throw of where I am now

writing, Brandt made a stand, having been reinforced by two

hundred and fifty British regulars, and attempted to defend
the pass between the river and a mountain on the left. When
Gen. 8ullivaa came op, he sent Gen. Poor with a detach¬
ment up the mountain to turn the enemy's flank, while be
at the same time attacked them vigorously in front. The
Indians gave way, and retreated north through the valley to

Seneca Lake. Sullivan pursued them five or six miles from
this place, where he encamped on a plain, and remained for
some rime. While here, far want of forage, and to prevent
their Calling into the hands of the Indians, he killed a large
number of his horses, and for many yeara the ground was

whitened with their bones. From this circumstance the
place derived the name of "Horse-heads," and has continu¬
ed to bear that name till the present day. A modern at¬

tempt has been made to change the name, and I see it put
down on the maps now as "Fairport." I think, however,
it will be a slow task to efface that old revolutionary title of
"Horse-heads." I rode out there with a friend on Satur¬
day, where I found a pleasant village, containing a popula¬
tion of five or aix hundred, and in front of the principal
hotel there was a large swinging sign, with four hortea'
heads painted on each side. " Fairport" may figure in maps
and books, but " Horse-heads" will be the popular title of
the place in this part of t,be country for generations yet to
come.

Tbia morning at aunrise uoe u( tbe gentlemen of lb* koiel

took me out to ride through the town of 8outbport, on the
opposite side of the river from Elmira. We made a circuit
of five or six miles round, and ascended one of the high
hills that overlook this luxuriant valley. The view was ex¬

ceedingly fine and picturesque. The hills in this vicinity
are about as remarkable as the valleys ; for, though many of
them are steep and lofty, they are generally fine farming land
even to their very summits. Some of them are thickly co¬

vered with their native forest mantle, and some present the
rich green fields of highly-cultivated farms. What a bless¬

ing to these farmers is the New York and Erie Railroad,
opening a ready market for their aurplus products, and bring¬
ing the treasures of commerce to their very doors ! The
hoarse whiatie of the locomotive, as it echoes through the

valley, must undoubtedly "discourse sweet music" to their
ears, in view of the accompaniment which attends it

I hear bt£ little about politics here. A great deal is said
about good aoil, but I hear nothing about " free-soil." And
as for the Union, the people here teem to be unanimously of
the opinion that " this is a great country," and I have no

doubt they are equally agreed that it cannot and shall not in
their day and generation become less.

Since writing the above, 1 learn that the Legislature, in
obedience to the popular sentiment, has been obliged to take
back the fancy name of " Fairport," and reatore the old re¬

volutionary designation of " Horse-heads."
BIRD'S-EYE.

No. 6.
Elmira, Chemubo Cophtt,

Naw Yobk, Jolt 1, 1851.
As I write the date above, I am reminded that

the cheap postage law goes into operation to-day-
one of the greatest blessings, I think, which legis¬
lation has conferred upon the whole people of this
country for many years. The rate should undoubt¬
edly have been lower; two cents for single letters
prepaid wonld probably have been the right mark;
but, as it is, the law will prove a blessing to the
country. Its moral influence, though silent and
imperceptible, will be great and salutary. To say
nothing of its aid in all the common business rela¬
tions of life, it will exert a most kindly influence
upon the social affections and upon intellectual cul¬
ture. It will add another strong cord to the bands
which shall hold this mighty republic together as

one people. Millions of letters will be annually exchanged
between friends, and acquaintances, and family connexions
who are separated from each other; millions of letters to bless

both the writer and the receiver, which but for this law would
never be written. Children and youth will earlier acquire
the habit of writing letters, and old age will retain to a later

day 'h»" now the social uae of the pen. Mail matter will be

more than doubled, and the revenues of the Department in-
creased a result at which reason might have arrived with

certainty, even without the evidence derived from the expe¬
rience of England. Therefore, let the 1st of July, as well
u the 4tb, be greeted with annual rejoicings.
" The Court of Appeals," the highest law court of the

8tate, has now been in session here abjut two weeks, and

will continue in session, I understand, a couple of weeks

longer 5 and even then it is not expected that they will clear

more than a third part of the docket. The bench of this

Court consists of eight Judges, composed at present of the

following gentlemen : Charles H. Ruggles, (Chief Jadge,)
Addison Gardiner, Freeborn G. Jewett, Samuel A. Foot,
William T. McCoun, Alotzo C. Paige, Hiram Gray, and

Jamea MuUett. They have power to hold their courts in dif¬

ferent parts of the 8tate, at such places as they choose to se

Iact i and, for this hot season, they have not made a bod
choice in taking e "sitting" among the mountaine that en¬

viron Elmira, where almost every other dsy the atmosphere
is oooled and freshened by copious showers of rain, and pu¬
rified by explosions of electricity from the heavy cloud-batte¬
ries that darken the hill-aidea, and give a moat picturesque
view to the valleys in the foreground.
The Court aaeaae to be taking it quite coolly in this pleasant

retreat. I would not insinuate that a judge, like other men,
has auf propensity to " take his eeee in Us inn," hot it is

fair to presume that the character and comfort* of the two
hotela where they quarter have do special tendency to drive
them awsy. The gentlemen of the bar, who come from dis¬
tant parts of the State to look after the interests of their clients,
and argue law-points when their cases come up, grumble a

little at having to remain here several weeks doing nothing «
but even they, by tbe aid of mint julaps, rolling nine-pins^
and an occasional drive out over hill and valley, manage to
kill time in a mann^duttrery much takes off the edge of
their grumbling. otepiiro rje Court at almoat any time,
and you will see at leaat aeven of the dignified Judges da the
bench, and before them two eminent barristers endeavoring to

entangle each other in hard knots of the law, and battling away
like fightiog cocks. You will seldom see more than eight or ten

lawyera in court at once, unlees it is when the docket is to be
called over, and spectators are few and far between. 8ome
pf the lawyers, taking advantage of the facilities of tele¬
graph and railroad, come here several times during the see-

ion to look after a single cue. One such has already been
hire twice, since the opening of the session, from New York,
2)3 miles, and has now gone back to New York, to be up
here sgain on Mcnday next. How unlike old stage-coach

t.iaes.BIRD'S-EYE.
No. 7.

Owtofii Tiooa Cocittt, (N. Y.)JS, 1851.
The Preaideat had a social partjrlH hta house

lost evening'.I doa'l mean Mr. Fillmore, Presi¬
dent of the United States, bat Mr. Maxwell* Pre¬
sident of Elmira.-«o I remained at the u Queen
City" of Chemung county a day longer than I had
designed, that I might accept the, invitation to be
present at the President's levee. Elmira is a vil¬
lage corporation, and its chief magistrate ia styled
President. Mr. Maxwell, who at present fills
that office, has a pleasant residence about half a

mile out of the village, where the judges and lawyers
of the Court of Appeals and a few of the citizens passed the
evening snd enjoyed his hospitality. This morning, at eight
o'clock, the honorable judges went to the bench, the lawyers
to the bar, and I to the cars for the eastern train ; and in
about an hour and a half I found myself in this fair village
of Owego, some thirty-seven miles from Elmira and two

hundred and thirty-six from New York, having made brief

stops at five stations, viz. Wellsburg, Chemung, Waverley,
Barton, and Smithborough, wbere tbeie are already smart
little villages, giving signs of healthy growth and activity.
Owego is a thriving and inviting village ; so I left the cars,

resolved to stop long enough to have a look. The population
is some twenty-five hundred, and the location and general
aspect of the place are not unlike Elmira. It stands oa the
north bank of the 8usquehanna river, which here is a beauti¬
ful placid stream, perhapa five or six hundred feet in width,
and over which a.bridge is thrown, sdding more beauty to the
natural landscape. The village stands on a fertile plain, rising
fifteen or twenty feet above the river, and surrounded by
several high hills. The dwellings are mostly built of wood,
neat and tasteful, not very compact, and generally surround¬
ed by pleasant gardena and shrubbery. The streets toward
the river certainly afford most delightful residences, as well as

business locations. This part of the village suffered from a

destructive fire about a year and a half ago, and has not been
entirely rebuilt yet, though some substantial brick blocks have
been erected, and othera are in progreai, among which is a

large hotel, apparently intended to rank as one of the first
class. The town takes its name from Owego creek, which
flows into the Susquehanna about half a mile to the west of
the village. An intelligent gentleman of whom I made some

inquiries informed me- that the true Indian name is Owago ;1
but custom seems to have sanctimed the other spelling. I
find the word " creek" used in this part of the 8tale with a

very different meaning from *a U im new Eng¬
land. in TVew England the word is uniformly applied to ia-

vines on the sea-shore, wbere the tide flows and ebbs. Here
it is applied to running streams, which in New England
would always be celled brooks, rivulets, or riveis. Thus,
Owego creek is a natural river as much as the Susquehsnna,
and evep the meaning of the Indian word Owago is said to be
" swift river." 8o also at Elmira I found a running stream,
which flows into the Chemung at that place, is called " New¬
ton creek }" and sixty miles east of tbis place is a beautiful
mountain stream flowing into the Delaware which is called
" Oquaga creek."
At Owego, as well as at Elmira, there is an important

branch road to the north, which brings a large amount of
travel and business from the central and northern parts of the
State to the New York and Erie Railroad. This branch is
4be Cayuga and 8utquebanna Railroad, from Owego to Itha¬
ca, on Cayuga lake, a distance of thirty miles, and from
Ithaca the lake is navigable forty or fifty miles further to the
north | thus affording, in this central part of the State, con¬

venient transport between the Albany and Buffalo road and
the New York and Erie.
' There ia one spot in the neighborhood of Owego which has
acquired some notoriety from its literary associations. It is
the former residence of N. P. Willis, named by him " Glen
Mary," for his first wife. It was here he wrote bis " Letters
from under a Bridge," and many other of his literary effu-
aions. Few of our writers have such a mixed, conflicting
popularity as Mr. Willis. While there are many who are

enthusiastic admirers of his writings, there are others who
cannot relish them at all. I am no special admirer of Mr.
Willis { indeed, a large portion of his productions are not to

my taste, though I recollect to have been much charmed by
some of his earlier fugitive poems, written when bis heart
was young and fresh. All candid judgee, however, I think,
will admit that he has made a decided impression upon the
literary reputation of the country, and the inscription upon
his block in the national column of our literature will not fail
to attract many eyes and many admirers. His pen haa in¬
vested Owego with a sort of literary halo, and, having a part
of the morning on my hands, I took some pains to visit " Glen
Mary." It is perhapa a mile northweat of the village oa a

straight line, but it was a warm walk of two miles to reach
it, having to cross the Owego creek on the railroad bridge,
and mske a circuit among the farms. There was a feeling
of disappointment on ftret reaching the place, the sceoe was

so different from the fairy glen pictured in the imagination.
The house is a small low cottage, embedded in the hill-aide,
having the Owego creek in front, fifteen or twenty rods dis¬
tant, with meadow graaa in the fore-greuod, and hills, fields,
and woodlanda above the bouse in the rear. The present
occupant politely ehowed me a well-drawn plan of the grounds,
and pointed out the different localities. The cottage is much
covered with shrubbery, evergreens, sumachs, See., and be¬
neath two or thrts stately treea in the grassy yard are rustic
seat*, which still look inviting, though but little used. A
half-dozen rods from the door, the small ice-house, with its
little s'eeple, has lost its equilibrium, and canted to one side
in sign of decsy. The door is wide open, but it affords no

ice to refresh the weary traveller in tbis hot July sun. A few
steps from the ice-houae the public road crosses a narrow ra¬

vine over a plank bridge, beneath which gurgles a little-stream
on its wsy to the Owego. Tbis is the bridge, which enjoys
the reputation of giving to the work! a volume of graceful
letters. But the literary reputation of the bridge ia probably
over-ra'ed ; for I would not be afraid to wager a trifle that tbe
parlor or study in the little cottage, in nine caeee out of ten,
plsyed proxy for the bridge. I stepped along the stones in
the channel of the little brook, and went under tbe bridge.
There was no vestige of seat remaining, and it did not look
to be a very easy matter to make tbe place inviting for literary
labor. This little ravine, which leads up tbe bill-side and into
the woods, is called " tbe glen," and I waa told that on iis
banks, forty or fifty rode above the road, in the thick woods,
was buried Mr.Willis's infant child, hiefirat-born. I fallowed
up the glen, into tbe bushes, and into tbe sileot woods, snd
came at last where the waters of the brook fsil abruptly three
or four feet over a perpendicular rock that crossed ibe chan¬
nel. Directly over the (all a little bridge crossed tbe stream,
and at its farther sod, amid the thick bushes and under tbe

tall tree*, w i a little enclosure, some four feet square, guard-1ed by a str< g picket framework of wood. There sleep the
remains of t e infant, till called by tbe universal Father. The
burial of tbi child is commemorated in one of Willira fine
x>em*, in Imguege so delicate, and so true to the common
Mart of hu tanity, that I think an extract cannot be un¬
acceptable :

44 Room, (enlie flowers, my child would pase to heaven !
Ye look'd not for ber yet with your soft eyes,O, watchful ushirs at Death's narrow door !
. . . . . .

Yet I have cboeei for thy grave, my child,
A bank where 1 lave Iain in summer hours,
And thought how little it would seem like death
To sleep amid sua lovelineee. The brook.
Tripping with lau{hter down the rocky stepsThat lead us to thj bed, would still trip on,
Breaking tbe drear hush of the mourner gone ;
The birds are neve- silent that build here,
Trying to siog down tbe more vocal waters ;
Tbe slope is beautitol with tnoaa and flowers;
And, far below, seei under arching leaves,
Glitters tbe warm sin on tbe village spite,
Pointing the living rfter thee. And this
.Seems like a comfort, and,.replacing now
The flowers that havemade room far thee, 1 go

suss
siraEiwStBffi

Hope must give e'er, end b®ey faney blot
lie images from all the silent rooms,
And every eight and sound familiar to her
Undo its sweetest link < and so, at last,
The fountain that, once loosed, must flow forever,
Will hide and waste m silence. When the smile
Steal* to her pallid lip again, and spring
Wakcis its bude above thee, we will come,
And, standing by thy musio-haunted grave,
Look an each other cheerfully, and say,
A chid that we have loved is gone to hraven,
And bf this gate of flowers she pass'd away."

No. 8.
BuBHAXrroa, Bboome Co., (N. Y.) Jut* 3, 1851.

Yesterday, at half-past four, having taken a seven
hours' look at Owego, I took the Eastern mail train
for Biighampton. The distance is about twenty
miles, occupying something like an hour, including
brief stops at Campville and Union. This gave
me a couple of hours before dark to view this cele¬
brated village, which time I improved diligently and
witk much satisfaction. Binghampton has a wide
reputation as a village of uncommon beauty and
prosperity, and I am sure that reputation will be
in no danger of suffering from the test of personal
observation. It has a population of about five
thousand, and is destined to become a large town.
Its beautiful location and numerous advantages will make it
grow whether it will or no. It is situated at the confluence
of two lovely rivers, tbe 8usquebanna and the Chenango, tbe
great Erie railroad passes through it, and it is the terminus of
the Chenango canal, stretching ninety five miles north to

Utica.
The main body of the village stands on the north bank ot

the 8usquebanna, which here has a westerly course, and the
bright and broad Chenango comee flowing down gracefully
from the north, between its high green bsnks, and beneath its
white bridges, and, passing directly through the village, goes
laughing on in this'"lair vale of Avoca" to its joyous
"meeting of the waters." Tbe canal also paseee centrally
through the village, and with its bridges and boats adds not
a little to tbe beauty of tbe picturesque scene. The business
part of the village is on the eaatem side of the Chenango, and
here also are pleasant s reels and many tasteful and neatly-
finuhed dwellings. One of these, which waa pointed out to

ia the mansion of the Hon. Jon* A. Colhh.
^

It haa
hpth the canaland river in front, and haa a commanding ar.d
m<Mt delightful Tt»» premises are a little injured
on one side by tb« near approach of the railroad and the sta¬

tion buildings, which are within a stone's throw. The tra¬

veller, however, mast pass over to the western bank of tbe
Chenango, and walk up and down the river atrcet for half or

three quarters of a nile, before he can fully appreciate the
taste, beauty, and ruril comfort of the residences of Bing¬
hampton. And if ht would enjoy one comprehensive view
of this delightful valley, with its grand border festooned with
hills and mountains, let him ascend to the top of the court¬
house at sunset or sunrise, and look out from the cupola.

Binghampton is a place of much wealth, in. proportion to

its population, and, judging from appearances, poverty must

be an entire stranger within its borders. Liberal encourage¬
ment ia given to the means of education, as is indicated by
their academy, feroala seminaries, and public schools, and the
society in general is said to be intelligent and refined. The
leading hotel of tbe place at preaent is the " Lewis House,
a large, showy, wooden building, well arranged and well

kept.not quite eqial to the two principal hotels at Elmira,
but still it may be called an excellent house. Another large
hotel, of brick, is in progress, and will aoon be open. The
march of improvement is visible on the whole line of this
great Erie road, «nd challenge, obwrvation at every station.

Forty years sgo Binghampton received from New York one

mail a week; now it reoeivea traina of railroad care from the

Empire City three times a day. 8uch facts of the psst are

sure prognostics of the future, end probably it may not be
more than fifteen or twenty yeara before we shall have a daily
train of cars from New York to California. That road will
go through, and rapidly, by somebody. The great empire
springing suddenly into life and maturity on the Pacific will
demand it. If the road ia not opened through American ter¬

ritory it will be through Briti.h territory. Our legislators
ought'not to allow themselves to go to sleep over this matter;
if tbey do, they will wake up some morning and Lvar the
cars of John Bull whistling away through tbe woods from
Montreal to some place aouth of " fifty-four forty" on the
Pacific, to connect with tbe British line of steamers to China.

Binghampton haa been settled something over sixty years.
It received its name from one of ita early prominent settlers,
Mr Bingham, an Englishman, who died in 1804, leaving
two daughters. These daugtters were afterwarda married to

Alexander and Henry Baring, the English bankers. Most
of the earlier settlers of Binghampton, however, came from
New England. This was the case also with a large portion
of Western New York, which perhapa derivea from this
aource much of ita Yankee go-ahead character, so different
from some of the old Dutch towna in the North River courf-
tieg. The firat whita inhabitant of Binghampton was Cap'.
Jowpb Leooard, from Plymouth, Massachusetts. Then came

Col. William Roee from Connecticut; and afterwards the

Wbimeya from Colombia county in this 8tat«. About the
fame time a colony of French was settled, and continued for
, few years, above thia place on the Chenango. This French
settlement was visited in 1795 by Talleyrand.

All new settlementa have their anecdotes of early hardships
and privations. In the earlier daye of BiDghampton, when

its inhsbitanta were faw and ita neighbors far offi the nearest

white seUlement and the nearest mill were at Tioga, forty
miles distant. The Binghamitea had raised some nice wheat,
but how to get it ground waa a problem which sfcrely puirled
them to solve. At length, however, a patriotic and stalwart

M»jor 8tow volunteered to .work out the question. He
ghouldered a bushel of wheat, tbe common property of tbe
whole neighborhood, and logged it on foot to Wattle s Ferry .

fotty miles, had it ground, ahouldered it again, and lugge
the same quantity, minua the toll, forty miles back to Uinc-
hamptoo. He aleo bought a pound of "booghten tea at

WatUe'a Ferry, and eurprised all Binghampton with the
choice luxury. Great waa the rejoicing in the neigbl>orhood
when Major 8tow returned. A general meeting was called j

tbe beet cooks wen sat to work to bake op the flour into
«. short cakes," in which, it ia said, "bear's greate" supplied
the plaoe of butter ; and, having propeily boiled the pound of
tea, the whole town eat down to one grand feaat, and gave

"P w """"SWa-EVE.

81RIU8 DEFENDED. OR A VINDICATION OF THE
FIXED 8TAR8.

The witty Sidvbt 8xith tells of . mu who spoke dis¬
respectfully of the Equator. Tbla audacity has been emulat¬
ed by certain malicious persons, who hare ventured to aocuae

good old 8irius of freaks quite unbecoming the dignity of a

fixed star. This light of all antiquity stands accused of
" reeling to and fro, and staggering like a drunken man."
The venerable Humboldt is summoned as a witness to these
inebriate evolutions of the king of stars. Some even appre¬
hend the overturn of all that fabric of stellar aatrocomy which
the combined labor of so many great minds has been lor ages
erecting. As admiring friends of 8irius and the fixed stars

generally, it seems our duty to exonerate them, as may most
readily be done, from all such aspersions.
Admit that 8irius has teemed to move up and down, right

and left, and with varying brightness to twirl through a ce¬

lestial polka. For all this Strius has done only what he had
a perfect right to do.what In various degrees is constantly
observed in etars near the horixon. The explanation of all
such apparent movements of fixed stars as were witnessed by
Humboldt, Prince Adalbert, Kenne, and Tbugutt, is to be
found not ia any hypothesis of actual motion in the stars

theawslva* but is diiactfy refaable la the variations of atmo¬

spheric reftaerion. Any person funfUar with the subject
knows the great influence of refraction near dtafcoriion. It
is simply Ijy reason of the rapid variations in this refraction
that 8iritt>, or any other star near the horixon, seems to have
a rapid proper motion. This motion msy be up or down,
right or left, or irregular, depending on the movement of the
winds or air currents. As atmospheric refraction varies with
the density, temperature, and moisture of the air, changes in
these along the courre of a ray must induce changes in its di¬
rection, or ia the apparent position of the luminous object
whence the ray proceeds. Hence comes the apparent motion
observed, not only in the fixed stars, but in many cases of
common terreetrial observation.
Every one must have noticed how the currents of air around

a heated stovepipe seem to keep the walls and ceilings, seen

just beyond it, in a semblance of ceaseless tremor. It is com¬
mon for shores, seen at some distance over the water, to seem
tremulous and unsteady, from the same cause. In looking
over strongly-heated ground to distant objects, these are seen

in ceaseless vibration, by reason of the incessant changes of
intermediate refraction.

About three years since the Mobile papers heralded an er¬

ratic luminaty which appeared every evening in the south,
and performed some extraordinary antics, creating, of course,
quite an excitement. This was simply the star Canopua,
skirting the southern horizon at a culminating altitude of
about 5°. It was seen over the maishes south of Mobile,
where the motion of the air and the evaporation were quite
considerable, furnishing a sufficient explanation of all the ap¬
pearances.
The experience of the Coast 8urrey in horizontal azimuth

observations has rendered this apparent in the telescopic field
of both terrestrial and celestial objects quite familiar facts. Sud¬
den changes of weather, attended by a mingling of cold and
warm air currents, produce irregular motions of such magni¬
tude as to make observations impossible or worthless. Late¬
ral displacement has frequently been observed to the amount
of thirty seconds of arc, and much more sometimes when the
disturbances of atmospheric strata are near the observer. Ver¬
tical oscillations of objects occur to the amount of two minutes,
which would readily be observed by the unaided eye, looking
over a fixed edge, like the ridge of a house. The extreme
vsriations though are rare, and such appearances as Hum¬
boldt reports are consequently rare. The officers of the
Coast 8urvey have frequently observed great ray disturbances,
especially over beaches and marshes, but, from the cause

being obvious and s*n»r«l. throw p.w«f«rcwi! uu particular
discussion.

In one esse a hill lay between two stations, of such relative
altitude that the signal was sometimes visible and sometimes
concealed by the bill, depending on the differences of inter-
mediate refraction. It is not uncommon for the observed
signal apparently to move from the centre of the field with a

pretty rapid motion.
Proofs might readily be multiplied that the variations of re¬

fraction alone quite suffice for explaining the saltic perform¬
ances of 8irius and the fixed stars, without in the least im¬
peaching their stability and propriety.-' The scandal now con¬

futed is but another illustration of the common propenaity to
ascribe follies and errors to those above and beyond us, which
are in truth but delusions, due to the atmosphere enveloping
ourselves. E. B. H.

WONDERFUL ELECTRIC MANIFESTATION.

The New Bedford Mercury gives the following very valu¬
able communication from a " highly respectable gentleman
ol that city, one of good scientific attainments, and not eaai-
ly to be deceived." It further adda : " We call to mind at
tbis lime several instances of similar phenomena, though not
like this one in all its detsils. We well remember a esse
which occurred in a country town of Maasachuaetts of a ball
of electric fire which rushed through a long entry, the doors
at each end being open, though there wae no atorm at the
time raging. We believe there ia an instance, which was
celebrated in English literature of the last centuif, of two
persons struck*by lightning in broad sunlight while in a field
haying."
On 8aturday evening, July 5th, about 8 o'clock, the wri¬

ter of thia was sitting in his library mading. He was seated
at a table placed against a irate and oeneath a mantel on the
south side of the room. He was near the end of the table,
which brought him near a window in the southeast corner of
the room.

His wife came in and seated heraelf in an arm chair with
rockers, near the other end of the table. Finding heraelf a
little too far from the lamp, (a solar,) she took hold of the
arma of the chair, and without raising it from the floor mov¬
ed it towards the table. She did not get out of the chair,
but atmply raised herself so aa to permit the chair to be drawn
over the carpet. The chair not being lilted, it was pressed
upon the carpet not only with its own weight, but with a part
of the weight of the occupant.
The instant it moved an explosion took place, exceedingly

abarp and loud as a Chinese cracker. He was somewhat
alarmed by it, and the alarm was increased by an exclamt-
tion from his wife that she was hurt in the hand. The first
thought was that aome one had thrown a cracker into the
window. But the window was closed. Upon taking the
eyes from the book, a luminous body, about the size and near¬

ly the sbspe of the flame ol a candle, waa seen floating in
the air and moving towards the opposite aide of the r.tom.
It had nearly reached the partition when first seen, and when
it had reached the wall it appeared to aink down behind the
sofa, wheie it disappeared. The color of the body was a
bluish white. It was seen with great distinctness, so that
its shape and color were accurately determined.
The room was filled with a pungent odor, whose charac¬

ter conveyed the impression that both woollen cloth and sul¬
phur were burning. It was much the strongest at the spot
behind the aofa, where the meteor expired. Upon removing
the soft, two or three minutes afier the explosion, the amell
was so strong ss to be highly offensive. It wss aa powerful,
as that which accompsniea the ignition of a match. It was
thought that the carpet waa on fire.
The hand of Mra. C. was found to have keen burnt near

the knuckle of the foiefinger. The spot was about aa large
as a dime, and for a while was exceedingly painful. It was
much discolored and aomewhat swollen. It remaina a dark
purple, and painful to the touch.

It waa thought poesible that some explosive article or ma¬
terial might bave been introduced into the room. Every part
of tbe room waa carefully examined, but nothing was found
to give any plausibility to such a supposition. When it was
over, nothing was to be seen but tbe dark spot upon the
wounded hand.

Killed bt Liea-raiae..The wife of Eben O. Bartho¬
lomew, of Harlem, Winnebago county, Illinois, waa killed
by lightning while asleep in bed with her husband and child.
Mr. Bartholomew received a alight shock. Tha child was

severely burnt. Tbe New Havea Palladium states that Mr.
Daniel Beach, of Terryvilla, (Plymouth,) was killed by
lightning oo Thursday last, aa ha lay in bed, and his wife
along side ef him bad ana of her limbs below tbe knee para¬
lysed. 8ha, however, walkhd a quarter of a mils to a neigh*
bor'a to procure aaaltfance, and wae ieoov«riag.

A FEARFUL SCENE.

A gentleman from Hallowell, who wai in Weill
tc Co.'s banking house during the great fire at
San Francisco, writes the following graphic sketch
of the hair-breadth escape of the inmates:

I came nearly losing my life in the fire, and lost «.rythinf
eUe. The reason wu, our truating implicitly in Wells s

fire proof block, which no one doubledm fire proof again*
all exernal fire, though finished inside with wood. JThe walla
were brick, two feet thick, the roof covered with cementa
foot thick, the window abutters of bolted iron, and the wood
frame* at least eighteen incbee inside of the shutters. People
even moved jewelry and valuable papers into it during the
fire for purity. Mr. Wells, Gen. JsmesWOsoa, tt» two
Whitcombe, Messrs. Norton and 8attalee, Mr. E. O. Austin,
(the last five being lawyera in the building,) one or two
clerka of Wells, Capt. William L. Howard, (formerly resi-
dent in Hsllowell,) Wheeler, and myself shut oorsel»es up
in the building after the fire bad reached its neighborhood,
with as much water as could be got from the well in'he yard
outaide, in buckets, ti** dtc., intending to .Uck it out.
There were wooden buildings nearly wound the block, and Dr.
Rabe's, a Urge three-story frame adjoining Wdls, (wi^u*four feet,) on the rear. When this last got ou fire, the teat
was tremendous, and the flamee reared around the north end
of the building, d*wn Clay street, |p on«Winuous ^eet,
in the direction rfihn^. snooping the
of Wells's budding in owe sheet, »_.«* rearing Niagara cata¬
ract of fiasse. It was awfol to bafeold. Aft tt>e iron windows
¦nd door-abettors on that sidehsSMM hnaSed to a white heat,
almost melted srffwarped into semi-circles. Thr bmlding
became filled with smoke. We though t we should «uflW
The flamee licked in through the window and door-shutters
in long tongue$, setting fire to the wood-work inside. We
fought it like tigers. Our water gave out. We were (otced
down stairs, and into the banking-room in the besement be¬
low, in the northeast corner. The building was surrounded
by fire. The great wooden block on Montgomery street, op¬
posite, wes in flamee. The scuttle on the roof took ire.
The stair-case was all on fire. We aougbt the only poesible
avenue for escape, the Bank door on Montgomery street,
which wss closed snd bolted on the inside. Horrible to re¬
late ! The doors were so expended with best that the bolts
could not be stsrted. For a moment our fate seemed inevi¬
table. we must be roasted alive, when some one found an
iron bar. It was Norton. Sattalee had already burnt hie
hands horribly on the iron door in bis frantic attempts to open
it. With the aid of the bar the door was forced, and the
appalling scene outside presented itself to our view. A sen
of fire was opposite us, extending a long distance up and
down Montgomery street, on both sides, and roaring around
the corner of Clay street. The beet was withering.
Then commenced the race for life. Through fl'^es and

smoke, blinding, suffocating, and scorching, we rushed atthe
top of our speed. My hands and face were soon benumbed.
My strength seemed failing, but I struggled and stsggered on
in the only possible direction for eecape, up Montgomery
street, until at last I passed the fiery ordeal, and, half dead
and blind, at last reached men snd engines, andwaslathed
with oil in an apotbecery'a ehop, and finallygot off to Tewk
bury's, in the extreme north of the city, where I bave been
since. I am now able to be about the atreet. My wounds
are healing finely. They are not very deep. Every one*
excepting Wheeler, was worse burnt than I. wneeier
saved himsrlf with a blanket. Wells is frightfully burnt, so

is Gen. James Wilson. Whiteomb and Austin fell down in
the fire, snd sre so horribly burnt that neither are
io live. They are both delirious, and the flesh hangs tn
shreds to their bones. Six or seven in a neighboring build¬
ing were burnt up in the eame way that we came so near to.

THE 8EA SERPENT.

PROM TH* BOSTOJt JOUBBAL.

Visitere at Nahant, Hull, and other places along the sea¬

shore. who repaired thither in anticipation of the annual vwt
of the sea serpent, have had a dark cloud cast over their ex-
nectationa by the reported capture of one of his snakesbip sJ^geny, by Capt Burr, as related in our paptr a day <*"wo since, and the consequent apprehensions that, by wayjrfrevenge, the old petriaich would withdrew bw*elf entirely
from our shores. We rejoice, however, to be able tolfurnish
ground for the beliefthat tbeu- fears are unfounded, which we
do in the following narrative:
The day after the publication of the capture of this young

serpent, sn old whaleipan, who baa ssiled in every ses, called
upon us and stated that among the Rosemary Islands on the
Northwestern coast ofNew Holland, serpents corresponding
in every respect to the description of the one ceptured by
Capt. Burr, are found in great numbers. They are about
twenty feet long, and five or six inches in dismeter. Some¬
times their bodies will be found distended to the sixe of a

large bucket, which lesdi to the belief thst the reptile sucks
or bolts its food whole. There is no particular in which the
water snake differs from the common Isnd snake, except that
the tail is furnished with flukes. Another peculiarity of this
reptile is the power which it has of contracting the substance
of the body within the skin. Inetancee were mentioned to
us by our friend, the whaleman, in which boats had made
fast to theae snakes, and after haulingthem over the gunwale,
the flesby portion of the body would be contracted and entire¬
ly withdrawn from the boat, leaving nothing to hold on to
but the skin. There is no doubt in the mind of the gentlo-
msn alluded to that the snake received at New York is of the
same species as the snakes si abundant on the coast of New
Holland, and that it has no relation to the sea serpent pro¬
per. A full sccount of these New Hollsnd snakes was pub¬
lished in the London Spectator, some four or five years since,
and was furnished by the officers of the English Surveying
Expedition.

, .We confess thst the information of our friend has done
much to reotove a heavy load of anxiety from our mind,
which was csused by perusing the accounts of the capture ot
the serpent which has arrived at New York. It strengthens
our faith that the sea serpent will ret make his annual visit of
exploration to our shores, and will delight the ejee of those
wonder-seekers wbo are sufficiently watchful, by allowing
them a glimpse of bis fair and graceful proportions. But, fur¬
ther the story of our friend removes more serious troubles
which hsd arisen in our mind. We had 1rop|»eed
his snakesbip to be a confirmed, respectsble old bachelor, and
when we came to read of a Mrs. Snake, with from one hun¬
dred and twenty to one hundred and fifty little snakes, aa the
New York captain would have us believe, we confess that
our fai h wss unequal to the task imposed upon it, and wo
were near giving up our entire belief in the reality of any
such creature as the sea serpent. Happily the clouds have
been removed. Our faith in one era serpent is yet bnghtand
strong, and we have equal faith that be will again honor our
ahores with bis presence. *

Since the above was in type we have met with the follow*
ing paragraph, which is published in the New York Journal
of Commerce, over the aignature of 8. T. C. :

.4 Attracted by the notice in your paper of Wednesday of
the . infant tea aerpent,' at the Marine 8urveyor'a office, I
called there, and recognised the apecimen to be a pert of a fish
(for 6ah it certainly is, having nothing of a reptile charac¬
ter ^bout it) not unknown to naturalists, though rare on
these coasts. If you will tske 'he trouble to look into Btorer's
Fishes of Maseecbuaetts, or Dr. DeKay's account of the fishes
of this State, in the State survey, you will in either of them
find a rather meager description, but tolerably exact figure, o.
the animal in question, described as Fistularia serrate.the
American Pipe-fi»h "

How TO Dbaw TBI Sibbsbs..Several years ago we
were a resident of northweetern Louisiana, near the confines
of Texas. The people there, as a general thing, were not
much given to religion. An itinerant preacher hsppened
along in the neighborhood during this dearth of religion, and
set about repairing the walls of Z on in good esrneet. ut
his success was poor. Not over half a dose.i could be go
together at his Sunday meetings. Determined, however, to
create an intereet before leaving the neighborhood, he procur¬
ed printed handbilla and had them ported up in every conspi¬
cuous place in the district, which resd to the following effec
» Rtligious Notice .The Rev. Mr. .Blaney^w'lljreaehnext Suudav, in Dempaey's Grove, at 10 o clock A. M., and

at 4 P.M.; Providence permitting. Between Ithe aervilees
the pnaeher will rua his sorrel mare. Jul.», «|*inst any K
tliat can be trotted out in this region, tor a purae of five ban
dred dollars !"

This had the desired effect. People fl -eked from all quar¬
ters, and the anxietv to aee the ingular preacher was even

nreached an elegant sermon in the morning, snd after dinnerbought outhia mare for the race. The puree was nude
op by five or six of the plsnters, and an opposing nag pro-a?,~a The preacher rode hie little so; rel, and won the day,
.oiid the deafening shouts, screams, and yelUs tb« delighted
.,ole The contrega-ion all remained to the afternoon ser-

and at its clam more than two hundred jorned the
church i soma from motive, of sincerity, novelty
of the thing, some from excitement, snd some bee.use the
preacher was a good fallow. The finale of the a&ir wse a*
flouriahing a society ae can be found in the whole regis*
thereabout*..Spirit of the Tuna.


